

BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITES  

The ’Second Generation’ project, developed by Kairos in Soho to help bring London’s lesbian gay bisexual and transgender community closer together, is made possible by a Big Lottery Fund grant announced today. 

The grant of close to £500,000 is awarded by BIG as part of the Reaching Communities programme, which aims to help those most in need and build stronger communities. 

Kairos in Soho will use the grant for the new project, based in Westminster, to support and empower the London lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) community, their families and friends with its outreach programme. 

Kairos in Soho will use its award of £496,334 to launch its four-year ‘Second Generation' project which aims to contribute to LGBT family, friends and allies’ increased understanding and awareness of LGBT issues and needs. It will reach people who are most marginalised by connecting them with groups and services already targeting smaller communities of interest. 

This community development approach, including, workshops and open discussion forums will cover rights, volunteering and the development of personal skills such as confidence, assertiveness and making and building friendships. Information on services and legal issues, civic engagement and intergenerational learning, across lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities will also be covered at community events. 
TBC: Jane Standing, Chief Executive of Kairos in Soho, said: “This is an amazing opportunity for London. We talk about reaching communities and this project will really do that. Over a sustained period Kairos in Soho will be able to provide creative and inclusive community events, outreach and projects to engage marginalised people in the changes directly affecting their lives. “

TBC: Debbie Pippard, Big Lottery Fund, Head of Region for London, said: “Kairos in Soho has a well-deserved reputation for effectively working with the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community.  The Second Generation project represents a major effort to create a wider understanding across London of the issues affecting this community and to expand on support for members of the community. We're delighted to be able to support the LGBT population through our Reaching Communities funding.”  
Notes to Editors 

Kairos in Soho (KiS)

KiS is an LGBT community organisation with a track record in developing infrastructure and with a demonstrable commitment to equality and compound identity issues. Following on from the PiP Report (Phase One LGBT Infrastructure Development Report, 2006).

KiS provides space and support for smaller and diverse LGBT community groups and earlier this year achieved London Councils funding to begin the development of London-specific LGBT infrastructure. 

For copies of the PiP Report call 020 7437 6063

Main contact: Jane Standing 020 7437 6063; jane.standing@kairosinsoho.org.uk

www.kairosinsoho.org.uk


