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Say No! to London Councils’ Cuts
LGBT charities in London which provide vital services to our communities are facing unprecedented threats to our funding by London Councils. The LGBT Say No! to Cuts campaign (as alliance of many LGBT organisations) is calling on all LGBT Londoners and their allies to write to their council leader, grants committee member and MP. For template letters and contact details visit www.lgbtlondon.com. 

London Councils is a key funder of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans sector in London and their cross-borough funding means that specialist LGBT services can be provided, which would not otherwise be available. 

London Councils is planning to end funding which has already been promised, with only three months notice. It is also planning to all but end funding for vital cross-borough work.

Services for LGBT people which are under threat include: 

● Homelessness advice 

● Youth homelessness prevention 

● Homophobic and transphobic hate crime prevention and support to victims 

● Domestic abuse services 

● Anti-homophobic bullying work in schools 

● Support to under 18s at risk of sexual exploitation 

● Support of LGBT organisations themselves to help them to do the best job possible 

Mainstream services don’t always meet the needs of LGBT Londoners, for example: 

● Most domestic abuse services only work with women 

● Many LGBT people who have experienced a hate crime prefer to report to and get support from an LGBT organisation 

● Many LGBT people are at increased risk of homelessness and violence from their families 

These specialist services understand and meet these very specific needs. Cross-borough, pan-London funding has made these services possible. The LGBT community in London is not restricted to one place – it is in every area of London. By taking a pan-London approach, residents in every London borough can access specialist and relevant support. 

Currently organisations manage to provide services to LGBT Londoners on a tiny income, and the proposed changes would have a disproportionate effect on LGBT residents leading to the closure of vital services. 

“A decision to end funding from London Councils would mean Stonewall Housing’s unique LGBT housing advice service would close and at least four people would be unemployed. Without Stonewall Housing’s advice, [clients’] physical and mental health would deteriorate as they remained homeless or in substandard accommodation with constant fear of abuse or violence, placing a larger burden on council finances in the future through the health or criminal justice system.”, Bob Green, CEO Stonewall Housing. 

“If we lose our funding from London Councils, the risk to these vital services would be catastrophic. And the impact on Londoners who experience homophobic or transphobic hate crime, or domestic abuse, would be enormous – with the only London-wide service that meets their needs closing its doors.”, Deborah Gold, CEO Galop. 

“I know that tough decisions are being made at the moment and that many areas face cuts. But with so few specialist LGBT services available, I fear the impact upon our community may well be disproportionate”, Tim Franks, Director PACE. 

The grants committee chair, Mayor Steve Bullock said in a statement: “In the light of these tough economic times, many boroughs feel that they are in a better place to decide how the money should be spent locally, especially as this will vary from borough to borough. 

Tor Docherty, CEO Consortium, explains, “Boroughs must be able to respond to local needs, which they already aim to do with the bulk of their spending. The subscriptions paid to London Councils by the boroughs are a very small proportion of their overall spend with only a small part of the subscription then being put into the grants pot. The whole point of the grants programme is to support pan-London work that is not delivered locally or better delivered regionally.” 

“In the long-term we would urge all London Authorities to allocate appropriate local funding to LGBT services as well as participating in regional funding, in order to meet their legal responsibilities and commitments to LGBT residents across London. However, to renege on existing funding agreements twelve months early will put a vital and responsive sector at serious and unnecessary risk at a critical time. It would be virtually impossible to replicate the services that currently exist regionally on a borough by borough basis within the proposed time-frame”, Jane Standing, CEO KiS. 

ENDS 
CONTACT 
LGBT Say No! to Cuts Campaign Group londoncouncilscampaign@lgbtlondon.com   

Broken Rainbow, Jackie Ferandez CEO, jackie@broken-rainbow.org.uk 

The Consortium, Tor Docherty CEO, 020 7064 8383, tor.docherty@lgbtconsortium.org.uk 

Galop, Deborah Gold CEO, 020 7704 6767, deborah.gold@galop.org.uk 

Kairos in Soho, Jane Standing CEO, 020 7437 6063, jane.standing@kairosinsoho.org.uk 

PACE, Tim Franks Director, tim.franks@pacehealth.org.uk 

Stonewall Housing, Bob Green CEO, 07957 605747, bob@stonewallhousing.org 

LVSC Voluntary Sector Forum Campaign, Tim Brogden Policy & Networks Development Officer, 020 3349 8937, tim@lvsc.org.uk 

NOTES FOR EDITORS 
a. London Councils is a pan-London membership organisation. Its members are all 32 London boroughs, the City of London, the Metropolitan Police Authority and the London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority. They distribute nearly £28 million in grants each year to voluntary groups in London. For more information visit www.londoncouncils.gov.uk. 

b. The London Councils’ grants programme is under review which could mean that all currently funded projects would stop receiving funds from as early as March 2011, and that no future funding will be available for pan-London work. 

c. The LGBT Say No! to cuts campaign is supported by the following charities and groups: The Albert Kennedy Trust, Broken Rainbow, Camden LGBT Forum, The Consortium, The Eddie Surman Trust, Families Together London, Galop, Kairos in Soho, London Lesbian & Gay Switchboard, LVSC, PACE, Stonewall Housing and Wise Thoughts 

d. For case studies on some of the currently funded services visit www.lgbtlondon.com/news/say-no-london-councils-cuts 

