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Lottery Boost for LGBT Community Organisations
This week the Big Lottery Fund awarded just under half a million pounds to Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender (LGBT) Charity Kairos in Soho (KiS) to improve the support and representation of LGBT charities and community groups across London. 
The work will be delivered by a partnership of organisations managed by KiS that includes London Friend, the Metro Centre and PACE. The title of the project ‘In Our Name’ symbolises a move towards self organised support, with long-standing LGBT charities taking an active role in supporting and facilitating learning, development and sustainable change across the sector.

Chief Executive Jane Standing said ‘...this is a defining moment. KiS has been exploring the unique and complex nature of the sector for some time. The support from Big Lottery Fund, through its BASIS programme, offers a unique opportunity to create a distinct London identity and work with a diverse and vibrant community to develop stronger services and have a real impact on policy. Having funding in place for five years means that we have time to really test new approaches to building a cross-sector, cross-community voice.’
In 2006 KiS carried out the first ever mapping of London’s LGBT Voluntary and Community Sector, summarised in the PiP Report: ‘Phase One LGBT Infrastructure Project’. The research highlighted chronic under-funding and institutional barriers to organisation growth for LGBT charities. It demonstrated that the sector is diverse and vibrant and that the levels of support and funding are worse as communities are more excluded. Black and minority ethnic, trans, lesbian and disability groups are the worst off, have fewest numbers of staff and are least supported. Much of the intelligence and knowledge within the sector is over-looked by policy makers and statutory providers and LGBT organisations mostly do not feel able to get the support they need from mainstream infrastructure organisations. 

This project will pilot a unique model bringing together funders, LGBT charities and support organisations to share the best of the unique knowledge and experience each has, to create strategies for improvements in sector development. The work will reach out to a cross-section of different communities and groups in order to address some of the long-standing inequalities that exist. 
Also this year, KiS has made significant progress on a key community initiative to develop a London LGBT Community and Social Action Centre. A feasibility study to explore development possibilities is being funded through Westminster City Council’s Soho Action Plan. The project is currently out to tender with Expressions of Interest invited by 20 March 2009. 
Notes to editors
Kairos in Soho (KiS)

KiS is an LGBT community organisation with a track record in developing infrastructure and with a demonstrable commitment to equality and compound identity issues. Following on from the PiP Report (Phase One LGBT Infrastructure Development Report, 2006).

KiS provides space and support for smaller and diverse LGBT community groups and earlier this year achieved London Councils funding to begin the development of London-specific LGBT infrastructure. 

For copies of the PiP Report call 020 7437 6063

Main contact: Jane Standing 020 7437 6063; jane.standing@kairosinsoho.org.uk
www.kairosinsoho.org.uk
for details of the Feasibility Study Tender go to: http://www.westminster.gov.uk/Business/procurement/expressionsofinterestadverts.cfm

London Friend

London Friend has a special place in terms of the development of London’s LGBT sector and is often the first port of call to people seeking a wide range of services and support. London Friend holds a valuable information base and is engaged in information provision, space provision, employment, crime, mental health, well-being and volunteering. 

PACE 

PACE is one of the largest five London LGBT organisations and has a significant reach into networks and strategic bodies. Their range of services cover youth work, mental health, HIV, employment, family issues, drug and alcohol use and well-being. PACE is linked extensively in to London-based, as well as national networks, which will provide this project with national reference to strategy work. 

The Metro Centre
The Metro Centre is the largest locally based LGBT organisation in London, and also one of the largest five in London. The organisation is active across health, mental health, sexual health, crime and community safety, youth work, parenting and families. Metro Centre has a track record in widening reach to marginalised communities, specifically Transgender communities, BME, older people and African communities and provides space and support for smaller groups. 

