Admiral Duncan Statement
April 2009
On 30 April 1999 a bomb exploded in a pub on Old Compton Street killing three people and causing serious and life threatening injury to over eighty others. Bombs were also left by the same person in Brick Lane and Brixton over a period of days to target Black, Asian and Gay communities. The impact was far-reaching and painful across a great many people in many different communities. 
Soho, as one of the very few places in London where there is an apparent safety afforded to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) communities, suffered a very particular kind of shock and there will be ramifications felt in the area and across the whole community for a long time to come. In memory of those who died, and with families who lost loved ones and friends, three trees were planted, and grow today in St Anne’s Gardens in Soho. 
A Memorial Fund established at the time was used for the design and installation of a triangular wooden bench to represent the importance of unity across different communities. This remains a seating area in the quiet surroundings of St Anne’s Gardens today.
There have been questions about whether something specific and different is needed this year to mark the fact that ten years has passed since the bombing. The organisations below, after talking to their various constituents and customers, take the view that a low key and respectful remembering would be most appropriate. The numbers of people coming in to Soho on the anniversary over the past decade has fallen away slowly as people find other ways to pay respects and remember those who died and were injured.
We know that LGBT people face many prejudices. Barriers to equality and safety remain and are extremely complex. Often though it seems that the anniversary of the event is used as a short-lived opportunity which reminds people of the violence that is done to the community and the damage it causes, without responsibility and without follow-up. We are trying to be respectful and supportive towards our community by taking and encouraging low profile action at this time and working consistently on the issues throughout the year.

St Anne’s Gardens will be open all day as usual on 30 April 2009, and will stay open until 7.30pm for those wishing to pay their respects. The Rector of St Anne’s will say a few words for families and friends at the time that the bomb exploded. 

People who feel the need for support at this or any other time can contact Lesbian and Gay Switchboard on 020 7837 7324 (daily 10am till 11pm).
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